INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY 1
PSI 111 (Sect. 650)

Fall 2010
LECTURE:               8/24 – 12/19, Tuesday 7:00PM – 9:50PM
           

 Meramec – Science West Bldg 207
INSTRUCTOR:
       Allen Daniel  M Phil., M.Ed

       Phone:   984-7724

       E-mail:   Adaniel@stlcc.edu

OFFICE HOURS:    Before and  after class as required.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this course are:
· To comprehend  the earth’s position and relative size in the universe

· To familiarize students with the major characteristics of planets, moons, asteroids, comets and other astronomical phenomenon studied by the astronomers.

· To learn the terminology and  concepts used in astronomy

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This introduction to Astronomy course is a one-semester survey course on modern astronomy for non-science majors. Topics we will study include: The night sky, naked eye astronomical phenomenon, light and atoms, earth-moon system, tides, eclipses, basic features and origin of the solar system, the terrestrial and Jovian planets, asteroids, comets and meteors, the sun, properties of stars, evolution of stars and death of stars, the milky way and other galaxies and introduction to cosmology. Basic concepts of physics, chemistry and geology will be used in our discussions. This class utilizes the traditional lecture method with interactive discussion and activities. 

 Since we have a lot of topics to cover in a single semester, we will move through the material at a rather rapid pace. If you fall behind at any time, it might be extremely difficult to get caught up. To get a good grade in this class you must read every section of your textbook, complete homework assignments on a regular basis and attend and participate in all classes. If in any case things get overwhelming or you need extra help in completing an assignment get in touch with me immediately via email. Your email account is now the official means of communication from St. Louis community College. Please remember to activate your new my.stlcc.edu email account at: http://www.stlcc.edu/studentmail/index.html  
PREREQUISITES:     Reading Proficiency
TEXTBOOK:   Explorations, An Introduction to Astronomy by Thomas T. Arny, 5th Edition ISBN# 978-0-07-294360-3  

MATERIALS NEEDED:  Scientific Calculator, Notebook, and Pencil.

ATTENDANCE: The attendance will be checked every class. 

EXAMINATIONS: As indicated in the schedule, there will be Four 1-HOUR

 Exams each counting 100 points. Only your best 3 scores will count. There will

 Be NO make-up exam.

FINAL EXAM: The course final exam counting 200 points will be comprehensive.

HOMEWORK: Homework problems and writing assignments will be given during classes and should be turned in as told by your instructor. The total, maximum score from these homework problems will be 250 Points. Late homework will not be accepted. 
All end of chapter assignments will be completed on the textbook website: http://www.mhhe.com/arny  and the Student Section Code is: 8D8-8F-484.
Participation: Regular class participation and attendance are required

GRADES:
   Total points will be distributed as follows:


Exams
45% 

Final Exam
20% 

Homework
25% 


Participation
10% 
Final grades will be determined from the total points as follows:


A:
90%
or above

B:
80%
— 89.9%

C:
70%
— 79.9%

D:
60%
— 69.9%

F: less than 59.5%
INDIVIDUAL HELP: Any student who wishes individual help is urged to see me during office hours or other times by appointment.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: If any student in this class has a need for special testing arrangements, note taking, or other accommodations, please contact the ACCESS office (AD 120, 984 7673) and feel free to discuss your approved accommodations with me.

PLAGIARISM:  Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and may be punished by failure on the exam, paper or project; failure in the course.

CLASS CONDUCT: Any student who disturbs classes by talking inappropriately or turning on personal electronic equipment (radio, walkman, cellular phone, and pager) will be asked to leave the classroom. 
From time to time this syllabus statement may need to be amended

	Dates
	CHAPTERS
	HOMEWORK # *
	EXAMS

	1/26
	Overview, 1
	
	

	2/2
	1,2
	   
	

	2/9
	3
	
	Exam 1

	2/23
	3, 4
	
	

	3/2
	4, 5
	
	

	3/9
	5
	
	Exam 2

	3/23
	6, 7
	
	

	3/30
	7, 8
	
	

	4/6
	8
	
	Exam 3

	4/13
	9, 10
	
	

	4/20
	10, 11
	
	

	4/27
	12
	
	Exam 4

	5/4
	12, 13
	
	

	5/11
	13, 14
	
	

	5/18
	14
	
	Final Exam


